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Planting Seeds of Tope 


“Things are the worst they’ve ever been” is what you often hear when you talk 
with Israelis and Palestinians these days. As I discovered this fall during my two- 
week trip to Israel/Palestine with the Compassionate Listening Project, the 
situation on the ground looks pretty hopeless. After four years of senseless 
bloodshed, over 4,000 people have been killed, many of them children. (Taking 
into account the difference in population between Israel/Palestine and the USA, it 
would be as if 120,000 Americans had been killed.) In the face of such violence, 
it’s tempting to throw up one’s hands in despair and say, “What’s the use? These 
people have been fighting and killing each other for over 50 years. They will 
probably be fighting and killing each other for the duration of my lifetime.” 

Such pessimism is understandable, but it would be a betrayal of our Quaker 
faith in Divine and human goodness as well a betrayal of those in Israel/Palestine 
who are working for peace, justice and reconciliation. That’s why I have included 
pictures of many of the wonderful people I met in Israel/Palestine and have come 
to appreciate and admire, people who are taking great risks to be peacemakers. I 
regard many of them as my friends. Some are Friends. Because the United States 
and its misguided policies are a big part of the problem in the Middle East, they 
are counting on us to be a part of the solution. 

There are things that we can do to help, but we must act quickly. As Joe Volk, 
executive director of the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), 
pointed out after his trip to Israel/Palestine last winter, time is running out. 

Upon returning from my trip, I heard a seasoned and savvy progressive Israeli 
politician named Naomi Chazan describe some grounds she has for hope. With the 
death of Arafat, she argues, things are bound to change. Whether the changes will 
be for the better or worse will depend on decisions made by the current leadership 
in the US, Israel and Palestine. If Sharon succeeds in pulling settlers out of Gaza, 
if the Palestinians choose responsible leaders and refrain from acts of violence, if 
President Bush yields to pressure from Tony Blair and the Europeans and becomes 
seriously involved in implementing a negotiated, two-state solution, there could be 
a peaceful resolution of the conflict in a relatively short period of time. No solution 
will satisfy everyone of course, but the alternative—the status quo—will be 
catastrophic both for the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

In order to move forward towards a practical solution, we need those old- 
fashioned virtues—faith in a loving God, compassion for people, and hope for the 
future. 

Here are things that we as Friends can do to nurture “seeds of hope” in this 
region: 

1) Support with your prayers and your donations groups in the USA and in 
Israel/Palestine that are working for peace, justice and reconciliation (see pp. 3-6 
and p. 11). Choose one or several you resonate with and give them your 
wholehearted support. If there is going to be peace in the Middle East (and the 
world), we who are nonviolent, moderate and progressive must be willing to 
outspend those who are promoting violence and extremism! 

2) Write to your elected officials and urge them to take a balanced approach to 
the Israeli/Palestinian situation. Consult the FNCL website to learn what bills are 
pending that need to be supported or opposed. 

The time to act is now. As the great Jewish sage Hillel noted, “If not now, 
when?” 


(Netto Manimcey 
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Mie — T he Slaugh fee ae ples _ 


of Innocents 


by Anthony Manousos 
Santa Monica (CA) Meeting 


Of all the horrors of war the killing of children and young people is the 
most heart-breaking. In the past four years, over 700 children and teens 
have been killed in Israel/Palestine—100 of them Jewish, and 600 
Palestinian (according to B’Tselem, an Israeli Human Rights Group). But the numbers don't really tell the story. Each child is 
infinitely precious and unique, and each child’s death brings to its parents 
anguish that is almost unimaginable. 

One of the most difficult things we did during our Compassionate 
Listening Project was to listen to parents who had lost children during the 
recent outbreak of violence in Israel/Palestine. 

The Aslehs, an Israeli Palestinian couple (right), lost their seventeen- 
year-old son Asel at a nonviolent demonstration in the village of Arrabeh 
on October 2, 2000. The demonstrators were Palestinian Israeli citizens 
protesting the recent killing of more than 20 Palestinians in demonstra- 
tions and riots throughout Israel and the Occupied Territories. The Aslehs 
witnessed their son being knocked down and shot to death in the neck by 
Israeli police. Asel was an active member of “Seeds of Peace,” an interna- 
tional group that works for Israeli-Palestinian friendship. For the past four 
years, the family has tried in vain to prosecute the police officer who killed 
their son, but the case seems hopeless. Like many Palestinians, they want 
justice, and the rights to which they are entitled as Israeli citizens. After 
hearing their heart-rending story some members of our group wondered if 
we were helping to heal or merely “re-traumatizing” these bereaved parents. 
The Aslehs believe that by telling their son’s story and seeking justice, they 
are keeping his memory alive. 

Rabbi Seth Mandell and Leah Green (bottom right) hold a banner that 
was made in the USA for an Israeli family that has lost a loved one to 
violence. Mandell’s teenage son Koby was cruelly murdered, allegedly by 
terrorists, four years ago near the Tekoa settlement. To help deal with their 
grief, the Mandells started a foundation to help other Israeli families who 
have lost loved ones to the current violence. The foundation runs a camp 
that is attended by between 250 and 300 children aged nine to thirteen 
years old during its five-day sessions. The foundation’s other project is a women’s “healing retreat” where mothers and 
wives can relax in a spa-like setting and discuss their experiences. Sherri Mandell has written a book about her family’s 
experience called The Blessing of a Broken Heart. The Mandells have managed to turn their pain into something posi- 
tive—a way to give meaning to the death of their son by helping others who have been traumatized by the senseless 


violence of the current conflict. 0 
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Profiles in Peacemaking 


by Anthony Manousos 
Santa Monica (CA) Meeting 


Peacemakers hardly ever get into the news, especially in the Middle East, yet the future of Israel/Palestine (as well as the world) 
depends on those willing to take risks and work nonviolently for peace, justice, and reconciliation. During our two weeks visiting 
schools, refugee camps, settlements, kibbutzim, and other places in Israel/Palestine, we met wonderful people who touched our hearts 
and opened our minds to new possibilities. “There are those who like peace,” said Sheikh Talal Sider, a former Hamas leader who 1s now 
committed to nonviolence, “and there are those who care passionately about peace. I care passionately about peace.” All of those shown 
here care passionately about peace and deserve our support and prayers. 


LEAH GREEN, a Jewish American, and Mana EL-Taji, a Palestinian American, co- 
led our group and modelled not only compassionate listening, but Jewish/Palestin- 
ian cooperation. Both speak fluent Arabic, Hebrew and English. Leah directs the 
Compassionate Listening Project, lives in the Seattle area, and has been influenced 
by Gene Hoffman, a Quaker peace activist from Santa Barbara. Maha is a lawyer 
with a Masters in International Human Rights Law, and a Ph.D. candidate in the 
Interdisciplinary doctoral program in Near and Middle Eastern Studies at the 
University of Washington. To learn more about the Compassionate Listening 
Project, write P.O. Box 17, Indianola, WA 98342 . Phone: 360-297-2280. 
Website: www.compassionatelistening.org. 


SHEIKH ABDUL AZIZ BUKHARI, a Sufi leader of the Naqshabandi order, lives in the 
Old City of Jerusalem, where he is part of a network of independent religious 
leaders called Jersualem Peacemakers (www.Jerusalempeacemakers.org). This 
group consists of Jews and Muslims, women as well as men, who are committed to 
interfaith dialogue and peacemaking. “There is no religious basis asking people to 
kill each other,” says Sheikh Bukhari. “If we’re all going to love each other in the 
end, why wait until then? I believe in peace for the Holy Land.We meditate and 
pray for it at our center. This continues the Sufi tradition of my family.” 


IpRAHIM Issa, director of Hope Flowers, a Palestinian school in El Khader, in the 
south Bethlehem area of the West Bank (Palestine), stands in front of a home near 
the schoolthat was recently demolished by Israelis. Children who witnessed this 
and other atrocities in the Bethlehem area are deeply traumatized; families are 
receiving war trauma counseling at the school. The Hope Flowers School is 
dedicated to education for coexistence, peace, nonviolence and democracy. One of 
the school’s current concerns is to keep its cafeteria from being demolished because 
it is located too close to the planned Separation Wall that will divide the school 
from many of its students. We conducted a Compassionate Listening training here 
which was attended by over 30 Palestinians and Israelis. See www.hope- 
flowers.org. 


HusaM JusRAN (left), peace and reconciliation program manager of the Holy Land 
Trust; Sami Awab (right), its director; and LEAH GREEN, Compassionate Listening 
leader (center). The Holy Land Trust a Palestinian not-for-profit organization 
established in 1998 in Bethlehem with the aim of strengthening, encouraging and 
improving the Palestinian community through working with children, families, 
youth, and the non-governmental organization (NGO) community. Unlike the 
Holy Land Foundation (which allegedly funnels money to Hamas), the Holy 
Land Trust is commited to the ideals of Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. Their 
website (www.holylandtrust.org) contains a wealth of information about what is 
really happening in the Palestinian territories. 
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NASSER LAHAM, a Palestinian TV journalist in Bethlehem who has a popular nightly 
TV show where he translates Israeli news broadcasts into Arabic in order to give 
Palestinians a more balanced view of what is happening in Israel. Nasser also has an 
ironic sense of humor. He recently published The Truth, the Whole Truth About Yasir 
Arafat, the Man Who's Led Fatah and the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
for 37 Years.When you open the book, all the pages are blank. There’s nothing in it, 
except a one-paragraph note from the author saying if readers want to find out some- 
thing about Arafat, they should write their own thoughts in the book. “I’m confident 
that you will have something to write,” it says, “because every person views President 
Arafat as he wishes.” 


Jami Rosupy (right), resident of the Al Aroub Refugee Camp and leader with the 
Popular Campaign for Peace and Democracy, a nonviolent grassroots movement 
supporting the peace initiative of Palestinian peace activist/leader Sari Nusseibeh 
and Ami Ayalon, a retired Commander of the Israeli Navy and former Director of 
the Shin Bet. At the al-Aroub camp, where our group spent the night with host 
families, Jamil Roshdy explained: “We don’t dislike Jews, we just don’t like their 
government’s policies.” Another of our hosts told the story of an Israeli tank that 
turned over near the camp and how the residents guarded the hurt soldier and called 
for an ambulance. This soldier later became a refusenik and served time in prison, 
where our host met him. 


RaBsi MENACHEM FROMAN (center), one of the founders of Gush Emunim (the 
settlement movement), is deeply committed to interfaith peacemaking and 
bridgebuilding. He is currently trying to convince prominent rabbis in Israel to 
issue a statement declaring that it is against Jewish law to destroy the Al Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of the Rock in order to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem. 
(This goal of rightwing Jewish and Christian groups has fueled Muslims fear and 
is cited as one reason for the current conflict, which is sometimes called the “Al 
Aqsa Intifida.”). On the right is ELryaHu McLean, an Israeli spiritual peace leader. 
See www. Jerusalempeacemakers.org. 


SHEIKH TALAL SIDER (left), a former Hamas leader living in Hebron, now believes 
that nonviolent struggle (“shalom jihad,” he calls it) is the only way to bring about 
peace and justice in the region. He has repudiated violence and terrorism as “un- 
Islamic” and often participates in interfaith dialogue both locally and internation- 
ally. He works with Rabbi Froman and others in the Jerusalem Peacemakers 
network. He is talking to JacoB MANDELSBERG (right), an American Jew who 
participated in our Compassionate Listening Project. Jacob lived in Israel for 
twelve years, where he became an Israeli citizen. He has been involved in Arab- 
Israeli and Jewish-Palestinian dialogue since 1992. 


In a little Palestinian village at the foot of Mt. Tabor (where the transfiguration of 
Jesus is thought to have taken place), we met an unusual family. STEVE AMSEL, a 
Brooklyn Jew (seated in wheelchair at the left), moved to Israel 20 years ago and 
fell in love with the place (though he doesn’t consider himself a Zionist). Five 
years ago he met a young Palestinian lawyer named Azmi Masa.ua. They soon 
became close friends. When Azmi needed a place to stay in Jerusalem and 
wasn't able to find one, Steve said, “Ill let you stay in my apartment on one 
condition: you will stay not as my tenant, but as my son.” Azmi agreed, and 
Steve became part of his Palestinian family (even though some of Steve’s 
friends were at first shocked). When Steve became ill and had to have his leg 
amputated, Azmi took care of him like a son and nursed him to health. When 
Azmi was married, Steve was guest of honor at the wedding and sat at the 
family table. After hearing so many sad tales, we were uplifted by this inspiring 


story of a Jewish/Palestinian friendship. (Azmi’s sister-in-law Silvana teaches English at a Palestinian elementary school 
that desperately needs story books with pictures. See p. 22.) 
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My RAMALLAH FRIENDS SCHOOL (some of whose students are pictured 
HH a 1) oe = left) has been a positive Quaker presence in Ramallah (just north of 
ah Jerusalem) for over 100 years. Friends missionaries from the US were 
first led to Ramallah in 1869. Today, there are two campuses of the 
Friends School, which serve 1,000 students. A small number of 
Friends meet for worship each week. The current director of the 
school, Joyce AJLOUNY (pictured below with Friends Bulletin editor) 
is a Quaker as well as a former administrator for the UN relief effort 
and for Oxfam. Joyce explained her mission as director: “As a parent 
in the Ramallah community, | know first hand the worries of parents 
and the inner fears of children. There isn’t anything in my life more 
gratifying than knowing I can take part in the efforts of alleviating 
the suffering of the Palestinian community by providing its future 
leaders with hope and a healthy learning environment. I am driven by 
a conviction that a Quaker education is even more relevant now than 
any other time in this 
region's history, to balance 
our present local and global challenges and 
make way for peace and tolerance.” 

See www.fum.org/worldmissions/ 
ramallah.htm. 


Left: JEAN ZARU, retired teacher, peace 
activist, and clerk of Ramallah Friends 


Meeting, who was the keynote speaker at the 
recent FWCC Triennial in New Zealand. 


Right: Editor with Joyce AJLOUNY, director of 
Ramallah Friends School. 


PARTICIPANTS IN A SILENT PEACE WALK 


SPONSORED BY MIpDLEWay, an inter- 
faith peace group. On October 15 (the 
first day of Ramadan), Christians, 
Muslims, Jews, and Buddhists walked 
through Jaffa and Tel Aviv handing out 
leaflets calling for nonviolence (see 
picture at the bottom of page). “Listen- 
ing circles” took place afterwards. See 
www.middleway.org 


Left: Jewish woman wearing a t-shirt 
with the logo of SULHA, an annual 
interfaith festival that drew over 4,000 
people last summer. See 
www.metasulha.org/sulha/ 


Middle: BRAHIM ABU AL Hawa, well- 
known Palestinian peace activist. 


Right: Editor with Gast, a Jewish peace 
advocate from Moshav Nahalal, at the 
shrine for Itzhak Rabin, the Israeli 
prime minister who was murdered by a 
| Jewish religious fanatic in 1995. 


Silent walk for peace sponsored by Middle Way 
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Israel/Palestine: 
The Shock of 


Keturning 


by Shady Hakim 
AFSC Middle East Education Program 
Coordinator, Pasadena CA 


“Returning to Israel/Palestine was quite a 
shock,” said Shady [pronounced Shah-dee/ 
Hakim, director of the AFSC Middle East 
program in the Southwest Regional Office. 

Shady, a 28-year-old activist, was 
drawn to Middle East work in part because 
of his Egyptian Coptic background. A high 
school student during the first Gulf War, 
Shady became aware of being “the Other” 
because of his Arab roots and appearance. 
During college he was profoundly influenced 
by Liberation Theology and Mennonite 
pacifism When he traveled to Israel/Pales- 
tine for the first time in 1996, seeing the re- 
ality of the Occupied Territories was a life- 
changing experience and he became involved 
with Christian Peacemaker Teams . He last 
visited Israel/Palestine in 1999, just before 
the current tnttfida. 

‘At that time most Palestinians were 
cynical about the peace process and the Oslo 
accords,” said Shady, “but people were liv- 
ing in relative stability and had some eco- 
nomic security.” 

To get a feel for how things had changed 
since the recent intifada, Shady took part in 
a tour sponsored by Fellowship of Reconcilt- 
ation in the summer of 2004. Here are some 
of his impressions: 


Impressions of Israel/Palestine 


“Being here after five years away has 
been difficult. My greatest emotion has 
been awe at the absurdity of the whole 
thing. Foremost, is this sense that you 
have two parallel worlds transposed on 
top of each other. Especially in the West 
Bank, the ‘facts’ of Israel are just simply 
plopped down on top of Palestinian 
existence. Initially, this feels almost 
unintentional or haphazard, like the 
Palestinians are just invisible, and the 
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Israelis are simply building Jewish-only 
roads, neighborhoods (illegal settle- 
ments), infrastructure, walls and simply 
don’t see the villages, farmlands and lives 
they are carving up and destroying. It feels 
almost random, absurd. ... But then you 
take a closer look at a map, or talk with 
one of the many Israeli or Palestinian 
activists. And every road, checkpoint, 
piece of wall, settlement is placed with 
utmost precision to confiscate, destroy 
and divide Palestinian land. This is an 
active plan of displacement and 
colonization, as indicated by the changes 
in the past five years in the landscape and 
‘development’ and growth of the 
settlements, new roads and tunnels. And 
that ten meter high wall that just seems to 
be popping up in the most inconvenient of 


places. It has all been shocking. 


Jenin @ 
Palestine 


Nablus 


Jerusalem 


Published by Gush Shalom - www.gus 


“My second impression has been 
one of the utter complexity of this 
whole thing. Yesterday, we ate in an 
unrecognized Bedouin village within 
Israel. These are citizens of Israel whom 
the Israeli government is actively trying 
to move into impoverished ghettos in 
order to concentrate them and use their 
lands for other purposes. Those who 
remain on their lands in small villages 
receive no services (though they pay 
taxes) and are constant threats of land 
confiscation, environmental hazards, 
and are subject to harassment by the 
government. In addition, the Israeli 
government is moving Jewish families 
onto confiscated lands, building 
villages for them, while refusing to do 
the same for the Bedoin who actually 
own it. 


“It parallels the settlement policy in 
the Occupied Territories, except that this 
is all happening to ‘citizens’ in a 
‘democracy.’ But what blew me away 
about the whole experience was that this 
tribe of Bedouin were black, ‘African’ 
Bedouin, originally brought in as slaves 
to Arab Bedouin hundreds of years ago, 
until they were set free under 
the British and continued to live 
the Bedouin life-style. And here 
we were, sitting with Black- 
African-Bedouin-Israelis, who 
speak fluent Hebrew, consider 
themselves Palestinians, and 
can trace their relatives (by the 
similar markings on their face) 
to other clans somewhere in 
Nubia and the Sudan. What? 
How did they get caught up in 
this royal mess? 

“Welcome to Israel/ 
Palestine. I thought I knew this 
place. It is my fifth time here. I 
spent three months in Hebron. 


every day of humiliation and occupation. 

“And you walk around, and the air 
feels thick with oppression, and every 
person you talk to has another story, and 
every organization you meet with shows 
you one more piece of the monstrosity. 
And you know that your government is 
giving this state a minimum of $3-6 


But I just keep being surprised. 
It is totally exhausting and 


During the past four years, Israelis have 
destroyed over 4,000 Palestinian homes like this 
one, leaving tens of thousands of men, women, 


mind-twisting. And that’s not 
even getting into the Israeli- 
Jewish societal dynamics, a 
mess all its own ... 


Signs of Hope 


“It’s my last night in 
Jerusalem. My delegation 
ended on Friday, and I’ve been 
on my own here, visiting with 
the AFSC staff, and old 
Palestinian and international 
friends. 

"A “delegation, “lve 
discovered, is a very unnatural 
experience. You spend hour 
after hour, for 10 hours a day, 
for 10 days in a row, seeing fact 
after depressing fact ‘on the 
ground.’ You see every 
Palestinian town besieged on every side 
by one or another indubitable ugly ‘fact’ 
(checkpoint, settlement, bypass road, 
wall), its economy choked, its people 
unable to travel a distance equivalent to 
tha between Pasadena and downtown Los 
Angeles without impossible procedures, 
and a population breathing despair with 


8 


and children homeless and hopeless. 


(Below) Shady Hakim with his friend Hisham’s 


two sons, Tamer and Abed. 


billion a year, and we have Bush, and they 
have Sharon. And you have a million 
blasphemous facts bouncing around in 
your head... And you think, what the 
HELL do I do now? And you go back 
and forth between wanting to scream, or 
weep, or wanting to sleep and wish it 
would all just go away. And mostly, it feels 


like there isn’t a glimmer of hope in the 
whole awful mess. And it’s all real. And 
very overwhelming. 

“So, Pm glad the delegation is over. 
Yes, I miss my new friends. And I met 
people and saw places most Israelis, 
Palestinians, Americans and even other 
internationals living here never have the 
opportunity to see. But how good 
it felt these past few days to just be 
on my own. I needed to be around 
ordinary people again, living their 
extraordinary lives, to just talk with 
Palestinian friends, and taxi drivers, 
and random people on the street. It’s 
the only place where I’ve managed 
to find even a shred of hope. 

“I went to Hebron Sunday- 

Monday. I spent the night with my 
friend Hisham, who now has two 
kids and a wife. He was just building 
his home five years ago when I was 
here last. And now he has little 
Abed and Tamer and a wonderful 
wife Nerman. Then I visited with 
Atta, another friend, a farmer 
outside Hebron in the Beqa’a 
whose home was demolished twice, 
vandalized by hundreds of settlers 
once, and whose family lands have 
bypass road 60 running right down 
the and settlements 
practically on top of his father’s 
home. Today, Atta’s three kids have 
grown, and he has a fourth. And 
he finally managed to build a home 
that is permitted and remains 
standing. And all the shopkeepers 
that the settlers and soldiers had 
pushed out of Hebron’s old city 
(now a ghost town) have just 
moved their bustling marketplace 
a half kilo or so up the street, and 
they continue selling with as much 
fervor as before (albeit causing a 
little chaos since they took over a 
couple of streets). 

“You know what gives me 
hopes ml hemetenacitysiresiliemees 
stubbornness, the sheer will that 
Palestinians have to survive at least, if not 
flourish when they have a chance. When 
a soldier got on our delegation bus at the 
Bethlehem checkpoint on Thursday, and 
decided I was the one fitting target for 
profiling (Arab that I am), and looked at 
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my passport for at least four minutes— 
his gun hanging just a little too close to 
all of us—I grew quiet, and sad. A few 
delegation members were shaken and 
emotional and wondered how the Israeli 
soldier could do that to me. My 
delegation members knew me; they liked 
me. This one little experience, and the 
whole bus was outraged. For my 
Palestinian friends, this and much worse 
happens every day. Ask any mother, or 
sister, or daughter about the men in her 
family. And yet weddings still happen, 
and babies are born, and homes are built, 
and what lands remain are cultivated, and 
people buy and sell, and go on asserting 
their humanity in the midst of it all. 
“Because occupation doesn’t work. 
Palestinians here know that. They’ve told 
me. They know that injustice can only go 
on for so long, that societies based on 


imperialism, colonialism and oppression 
all meet their end eventually. So tell Mr. 
Sharon, and Mr. Bush, and Mr. Kerry, too. 
Palestinians go on living in the face of it 
all. There is no other choice.” 


Thinking About the Future 
Strategically 


After this trip and the events of the 
past year, Shady has been trying to think 
about the future, the long-term future, of 
Israel/Palestine and the Middle East. 

“Much of what we have been doing 
has been reacting to the policies of Bush, 
resisting war, promoting 
disobedience, and inviting speakers like 
Jeff Halper (the founder of Israelis 
Against House Demolitions) and Jean 
Zaru (Quaker from Ramallah) to speak. 

“Now I am trying to take the long 
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AT Se and Israel/Palestine: | hen and Now 


T hirty-year veteran 
activist takes 
long view of the struggle 
for peace and justice 


by Allan Solomonow 
AFSC Middle East Program Director 
San Francisco, CA 


In spring of 2004 I spent two months 
traveling in the Middle East, mostly in 
Palestine and Israel. It was my 23" trip 
in 30 years. My first trip as a young 
Jewish pacifist had been largely 
stimulated by reading the AFSC’s study 
Search for Peace in the Middle East back in 
1970. One question on my agenda was 
just how much the conflict had changed 
and whether things were as dire as they 
had been made out to be. 

For me, as someone who has been 
involved in the conflict for over three 
decades, it is different than for Americans 
who scan their morning news. For them 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a blur 
of unending violence. As if this were not 
enough, the “Middle East conflict” has 
expanded from just Israel and Palestine 
to a military occupation of Iraq by parties 
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from outside the region: the American 
armed forces and accompanying allies. It 
is dispiriting to see “The Land of Milk 
and Honey” enter into a third (or fifth) 
generation of internecine conflict. 

None of this is new to Quakers and 


view since it doesn’t appear that this 
situation will be resolved soon. I am 
focusing my energy on working with high 
school teachers, to equip them with 
resources so they can teach their students 
what is really happening in Israel/ 
Palestine and the Middle East. High 
school and community college teachers 
have enormous influence in shaping the 
minds of the next generation. They are 
the ones we have to reach.” 

Still in the planning stage, Shady hopes 
that this new project will nurture “a more 
informed citizenry for the future.” 0 


To find our more about the Middle East 
work of the AFSC, contact Shady Hakim, 
AFSC, 980 North Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena 
CA 91103. 626-791-1978. E-mail: 
shakim@afsc.org. Website: www.afsc.org/ 
middleeast. 
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ms 
AFSC provided relief programs to Arab 
refugees in Israel/Palestine after 1948 and 
has been involved in humanitarian and 
peace efforts in this region ever since.— 
Photos courtesy of AFSC archives 


the American Friends Service 
Committee, which has had a long 
presence in the region. During World 
War II Quakers worked to rescue Jews 
from Nazi Germany. Last fall I attended 
a dinner at the San Francisco Jewish 
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Community Center where elder citizens 
paid tribute to Quakers for having saved 
them as young children. Many of them 
emigrated to Palestine. In recent years at 
least three books have been written 
describing various aspects of these 
humanitarian efforts. 

Nor were the lives of Palestinians 
ignored then or now. Asked by the 
fledgling United Nations to help, the 
AFSC, working with British Quakers 
directed the efforts to resettle Palestinian 
Arabs displaced during Israel’s war for 
independence—A/ Nagba, “the tragedy” 
for the Palestinians. However powerful 
recollections are of that defining moment 
for Arabs and Jews, they have never 
overwhelmed the aspirations of people in 
the region to live their lives in peace. 

‘These two instances of humanitarian 
aid have placed Quakers in a unique 
position as a party trusted by Jews and 
Arabs. In the more than half a century 
that has ensued, the AFSC pioneered 
Jewish-Arab joint work camps, set up 
essential projects for both the Jewish and 
the Arab communities, promoted 
dialogue and served as an intermediary. 
Several Palestinians involved in the 
negotiations were educated at the Friends’ 
School in Ramallah or met each other at 
AFSC-sponsored programs. 

In 1970 the AFSC first published 
Search for Peace in the Middle East, a study 
calling for Arab recognition of the State 
of Israel, dialogue among the parties and 
self-determination for the refugees. 
These were radical, prophetic proposals 
and they were attacked by the Arab and 
Jewish communities, the United States, 
the Soviet Union and others. 
Recognition took a generation, dialogue 
a little longer. The principle of a 
Palestinian State was embraced, albeit 
with some reservations, only last year by 
the United States and the Sharon 
government. But staying the course has 
been difficult. 

The last few years have been filled 
with despair: Israel’s military occupation, 
Palestinian suicide bombers, settlers’ 
vigilante attacks on Palestinians, mortar 
attacks on Israelis, Israel assassinations of 
Hamas leaders, assertions of moral 
superiority and rights of defense, 
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reprisals, counter attacks and more 
violence under a host of euphemisms. 

“The peace community,” it was 
asserted, “is dead. We have entered a new 
era.” For Israelis there was no Palestinian 
partner, surely not Arafat with whom 
Israel and the US refused to negotiate. 
For Palestinians there was no Israeli 
partner, surely not Sharon who stood by 
while the massacres of Sabra and Chatilla 
took place. Anyway, how can a people 
negotiate under military occupation? 
Does _ this the would-be 
peacemakers have failed? 

Certainly for all its military prowess, 


mean 


Israel is no safer or more secure than 
before. The tighter “the wall” is built 
around Palestinians, the deeper the 
resentment grows. Unconsciously, the 
Israeli psyche seems to know that this 
effort to halt suicide bombings is in large 
part a rationalization that something, 
somehow is being done. The military 
occupation of Palestinians is increasingly 
spoken of by Israeli journalists in terms 
of “building a ghetto,” “ethnic cleansing” 
and “crimes against humanity.” The 
oppressiveness is so great that were these 
conditions applied to Jews, there would 
be cries of “terrorism” and “anti- 
Semitism.” Such an occupation should 
not to be tolerated of any people, 
anywhere in the world. The sooner this 
occupation is brought to an end, the 
sooner a credible peace process can begin. 

A large part of the problem is that 
the leadership on both sides is still living 
out the raw ideas of the 1920s and 1930s 
when power seemed so distant. These are 
no longer tenable policies, if they ever 
were. Change is coming, and the next 
elections for Israeli and Palestinian will 
initiate a transition towards the newer 
generation, a change long overdue. 
Sharon is locked into a military-security 
mentality that places Israeli military 
control as a priority even over peace. In 
the upcoming elections, the Palestinians 
will begin to experiment with life after 
Arafat and the growing desire to move 
from corruption towards national unity 
and hope. 

Peace, of course, is not a matter of 
judging who is right and who is wrong. 
A process that favors Palestinian or Israeli 


sensibilities is certain to fail with harm 
to both sides. The United States is the 
one party that can help frame a fair and 
encompassing peace process. Perhaps it 
will, despiteritself The Quaxter. 
comprised of the US, the EU, the UN and 
the Soviets are pressing the US for action 
and Iraq already weighs heavily on their 
policies. There is a consensus around the 
world on the requirements of a peace 
settlement: two secure states existing side- 
by-side and exercising policies of mutual 
respect and support. Only the United 
States’ unwillingness to take the initiative 
in opposing all 
implementation of the Road Map has put 
off progress. 

Most of our energy has focused on 
devising peace plans that will bridge the 
difference between the two sides. Yet, 
there are times when we need to set aside 
cleverly honed plans and mock peace 
treaties and focus on the human 
dimensions, offering clear vision to both 
sides, encouraging greater initiative from 
the leadership, and more trust from those 
who are fearful. 

For most Israelis and Palestinians 
peace is an existential concern. After two 
generations Israelis remain insecure and 
fearful. And while Israel’s economy is 
flagging, Palestinians are facing much 
worse poverty, health and unemployment 
above and beyond the strictures of 
military occupation. Palestinian-Israeli 
survival demands peace for both. 

I am always intrigued by those who 
ask, “Where is the Palestinian Gandhi?” 
It seemed a silly question as I traveled up 
and down the West Bank visiting 
nonviolent centers and projects in 
Bethlehem and Hebron, Ramallah and 
Bid’u. AFSC has been working for years 
to strengthen the nonviolent presence in 
Israel/Palestine; yet ironically, it is in 
Israel where the idea of nonviolence 
seems to have lagged. But how powerful 
might joint  Palestinian-Israeli 
nonviolence be? 

The peace community is alive and 
well in the Holy Land. Israeli pressure 
to try and force the Palestinians into 
submission has backfired. “The Wall” 
that Israel is building, a formidable barrier 
in any of its formats, is a painful scar in 


violence and 
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the flesh of this sanctified land. 
Unquestionably, it has saved some 
innocent Israeli lives, but at a formidable 
price: the bitterness of Palestinians, the 
harm to the environment, the insult to 
both Israeli and international law; all 
these and more will echo along with the 
history yet to be written by future 
generations. 

The first full day that I was in 
Palestine, I was brought by Israeli women 
on “Machsom (Checkpoint) Watch”, to 
the Kalandia checkpoint north of 
Jerusalem on the approach to Ramallah. 
Parallel to the road on the runway of the 
Kalandia airport were numerous vehicles 
that had been impounded by Israeli 
police, primarily for Palestininians’ non- 
payment of taxes (there is no postal 
service to advise Palestinians of 
delinquency). Some of the taxes requested 
were vigorously contested but to no avail. 
We learned that the keys were just tossed 


into a locked drawer in a police station. 

A couple of weeks later there was an 
exhibit in Tel Aviv of pictures of Israeli 
soldiers’ behavior towards Palestinians 
including an exhibition of auto keys. The 
exhibit was shut down under the pretense 
that the materials were needed so the 
violating officers could be prosecuted. 
While no prosecution ensued, eventually 
the court returned the exhibit which we 
expect to come to the United States later 
this year. 

Recently, AFSC began a campaign 
called “Voices of Hope” to provide 
support for Palestinian and Israeli 
peacemakers. Last November our office 
sponsored two young Israeli men who, as 
high school students, vowed not to serve 
in the armed service. Now in their early 
20s, they recently finished 22 months in 
prison. Within two months of their 
release they were here, touring in the US, 
sharing with young Americans something 


IsRAEL/PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
WORKING FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 
[Recommended by Allan Solomonow. | 


*Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolition (ICAHD). A direct action 
effort to rebuild homes destroyed by the 
Israeli military. They speak in the US and 
welcome participation of people visiting the 
region. www.icahd.org 

¢ Ta’ayush Grassroots movement of Arabs 
and Jews collaborating on demonstrations 
and projects of support and solidarity. They 
welcome participation by visitors. 
www.taayush.org 

* New Profile: Israeli feminist organization 
encouraging Conscientious Objection and 
opposing the influence of militarism in 
Israeli society. Periodic tours of the US 
www.newprofile.org 

* B’Tselem, Israel’s leading group 
documenting human rights abuses in the 
occupied territories. They publish a series 
of booklets on different aspects of human 
rights. www.btselem.org 

° Al-Haq. Palestine’s leading group 
documenting human rights abuse in the 
occupied territories. Their current 
campaign is in opposition to collective 
punishment. Tour planned in 2005 
www.alhaq.org 
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* Rabbis for Human Rights Demonstrates 
against human rights violations and 
educates in the Israeli community about the 
Jewish tradition of peace. Periodic tours of 
the US. www.rhr.israel.net 

¢ Wi’am—Palestine Conflict Resolution 
Center brings together Arab and Western 
models to resolve disputes and teaches 
grassroots conflict resolution skills. 
www.planet.edu/~alaslah 


AMERICAN GROUPS WORKING FOR 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE IN ISRAEL/ 
PALESTINE 


*THE US CAmpPaIGN TO END THE Oc- 
CUPATION www.endtheoccupation.org 

° THE Stop THE WALL CAMPAIGN 
www.stopthewall.us. 

* INTERFAITH PEACE-BUILDER DELEGATIONS 
(FOR). www.forusa.org/middleeast 

¢ INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
www.ism.org 

* CHRISTIAN PEACEMAKER TEAMS www.cpt.org 
eJEWISH VOICE FOR 
www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org 
* TIKKUN. www.tikkun.org 

¢ Brrr TZEDEK VSHALOM. www.britzedek.org 


PEACE 


of their strength and spirit. The Bay Area 
was their last stop and one of the final 
programs was a packed house at the 
University of California where their 
primary sponsor was a Palestinian group. 
For Palestinians, these young Israelis were 
a symbol of courage and hope, an 
indication that the way of peace just 
might succeed. 

In the Middle East it is frequently 
joked that “the Americans are willing to 
fight to the last Israeli—or Palestinian.” 
This is the moment when we need to 
support the peacemakers there, visit the 
region to learn from them, amplify their 
voices in our own country and bring those 
voices to our Congresspeople. There is 
nothing mysterious or complex about 
Palestinian-Israeli reconciliation. While 
progress is painfully slow our patience has 
permitted remarkable gains. Justice and 
peace will come as our voice in the 
wilderness reaches out. 0 


SELECT MATERIAL/RESOURCES 
(all available from AFSC, 
Pacific Mountain Region 

65 Ninth St 
San Francisco CA 94103 
415-565-0201 


* Occupation Realities—a series of short 
papers on the various ways in which the 
occupation impacts the lives of 
Palestinian . $2 for a dossier of five papers. 
° Truth Against Truth—an important, 
basic booklet written by Uri Avnery, 
Israel’s best Known dove and advocate for 
a “two-state” solution. $5+postage. 
Quantity discounts. 

° When the Rain Returns—a very 
interesting book produced by the recent 
Quaker Working Party. Filled with 
informative encounters, provocative 
questions and a brief history of 
nonviolence in Palestine/Israel. $15 plus 
postage. 

° It Is No Dream—a thoughtful, powerful 
video by Israelis critiquing the occupation. 
$20 plus shipping. 

* The Wall—A video questioning “the 
wall” and its implications for Palestinians 
and for peace. $20 plus shipping. 
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F nough 1S Enough: 


Conscientious Objection in |srael, 
Nonviolent Organizing in Palestine 


by Jonis Davis 
AFSC Seattle, WA 


[In September, 2003, Littan PETERS, 
AFSC’s Quaker Middle East Quaker 
International Affairs Representative 
(QIAR—pronounced as as if it were ‘choir”), 
visited Seattle to share her experiences and 
concerns about what 1s happening in Israel/ 
Palestine. She has since moved on to other 
concerns and has been replaced by PAUL 
PIERCE and KATHLEEN KAMPHOEFNER. | 


“There have been so many deaths, 
injuries, traumas in the years since the 
Oslo Accords. And still life goes on,” said 
Lillian Peters, AFSC representative in the 
Middle East. “People are scared all the 
time. When I’m in Gaza I’m afraid for 
the sky because in Gaza attacks are from 
the sky. You can’t hide from the sky. When 
I’m in West Jerusalem I’m afraid from the 
bombing, from the buses. If ’'m in a car I 
don’t want to get too close to a bus. I 
know which side to walk on the street 
because if I walk on the right side I’m 
closer to East Jerusalem and that’s where 
the people come from, so they shoot 
toward the West, and this is how you start 
thinking. But you want to get on with 
your life. When does it stop’? What is 
needed to stop this process and come to 
a fair solution?” 

Lilian who is completing four years 
representing Quakers in both Amman 
and Jerusalem, spoke about the situation 
and some hopeful developments to 
AFSC donors, Quakers, and others 
concerned about Israel and Palestine. The 
intensifying violence of the Aqsa intifada 
and the Israeli retaliation are making 
many ready to try another approach, she 
said. 

“What may be more hopeful,” Lilian 
reported, “is that after all these years more 
and more people, on both sides—still a 
small number but a growing number— 
arc saying ‘enough is enough.’ 

“Most of the people in Israel you 
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meet just want this wall to be finished 
with the Palestinians behind it and have 
it done and over with. But there’s also a 
group of people who say no, we have to 
go another way, we have to reach out, we 
have to stop this occupation and this tit 
for tat and this violence. It’s a small group 
but a growing group. And one of the 
ExXponentsuism them Mmoverment mor 
conscientious objectors. 

“More people are saying, “We don't 
want to serve in the Occupied Territories,’ 
and | ask them, ‘So what is your reason, 
is it human rights?’ And they say, ‘No, no, 
no, we don’t want to be involved in war 
crimes, we don't want to be responsible. 
As long as the army is defending Israel 
in a proper war, OK. But what we're doing 
in the West Bank and Gaza is actually 
committing war crimes, and we don't 
want to be part of that.’ That’s the official 
line of the refuseniks, the courage to 
refuse which is quite popular because they 
reach out to the media very well. These 
are mature officers with a good career in 
the army. 

“And then you have the young people 
who now are going into prison and to 
court to get the status of conscientious 
objectors. 

“And last month a military court 
granted the official status of conscientious 
objector to a young CO who has been in 
and out of prison for two years. I don’t 
have the details, but it’s quite a milestone. 


So that’s hopeful, I think, from the Israeli 
side, that whatever is happening, people 
who don’t want to be part of this system 
are speaking up and/or organizing 
themselves. 

“Given the centrality in Israeli culture 
of military service (except for Orthodox 
students, who have long been exempt), 
the challenge by young Israeli men and 
women first to service in the Occupied 
Territories and now, in these cases, to 
military service in any form, this new 
movement marks a major change. 

“In Palestine you see a complete 
military sanctions society. Since Arafat 
was given weapons to protect Israel from 
Hamas and those opposing the Oslo 
Accords in 1995, from that moment on 
Palestine has militarized rapidly. And 
organizations like AFSC and other 
organizations that I used to work with— 
human rights organizations—we told our 
governments, ‘Don’t give so many 
weapons because the only job opportunity 
Arafat is creating is security forces, 
military forces and police forces. This 
whole tiny little society of three million 
people is all militarized. Weapons are 
everywhere: everyone who wants one can 
have a weapon. People are absolutely 
frustrated, disappointed with the 
diplomatic process that was called Oslo, 
and armed struggle became very popular. 
If we can’t reach an agreement through 
negotiations, let’s fight them.’ 

“We've seen the results of that. 
People lost their ability to travel and meet 
each other, to go to Jerusalem, to the 
university or the hospital or prayers or 
whatever. More people are saying now, 
‘Enough is enough, we want an 
alternative to this violence.’ Some people 
came to me and said, “You know, you 
Quakers, you AFSC, we know you 
people. You've always been there. We 
know what you stand for, can you please 
help us? Can you help us to organize a 
nonviolent answer to the situation? This 
strategy that we’re using of diplomacy 
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combined with military struggle is not 
achieving its goals. We will never get an 
independent, democratic state this way, 
so maybe, maybe we have to think of 
another way.’ 

“We first thought of organizing a 
national conference on nonviolence,” said 
Lilian, “but that was not workable since 
people can't get together. The many 
checkpoints make travel even within the 
West Bank all but impossible, not to 
mention Gaza.,” she added. “So we came 
up with the idea of more local organizing, 
starting with community meetings at 
which we would present ideas for 
nonviolence. This would help people 
develop new tools for challenging the 
occupation, and democracy, to help them 
develop methods to express themselves 
politically, which doesn’t happen now.” 

“We've been working with two 
Palestinian organizations, Panorama in 
Jerusalem—which works on democracy— 
and the Holy Land Trust in Bethlehem— 
which works on nonviolence. Because for 
Palestinians ‘peace movement is an Israeli 
concept, they call it a Palestinian social 
movement for nonviolence and 
democracy—active ‘nonviolence’ as a 
strategy to resist the occupation, 
‘democracy’ as a strategy to enhance good 
government, and nonviolent resolution of 
conflict models inside Palestine. 


My Joumey 


by Bill Ames 
University Friends Meeting (Seattle, WA) 


“An enemy is one whose story we 
haven't heard,” says Gene Knudsen 
Hoffman. She is the creator of a 
disciplined approach to peace making 
called Compassionate Listening. It is 
based on her perception that all parties 
in a conflict have grievances which need 
to be heard and wounds which need to 
be healed. 

This approach involves listening in a 
very rigorous way. It is something more 
than everyday “listening com- 
passionately.” First, it requires ongoing 
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“It has been quite a complicated 
process, but we had 12 community 
meetings. These were all-Arab meetings,” 
Lilian explained. “Otherwise people would 
get very suspicious: ‘What are those 
Americans wanting us to do? Do they want 
to disarm us? Do they want us to give up 
the struggle against the Occupation?’ So for 
that reason we decided that AFSC would 
not be an implementing partner—we do 
planning, we do administration, the fund- 
raising— but the implementing partners are 
Palestinians. 

So three meetings took place in 
Gaza, Rafah, Khan Younis; nine meetings 
iithome Vest = bank——|ertsalem, 
Bethlehem, Jenin, Jericho. Hebron 
Qalgilya, Nablus, Tulkarm—people came 
from different sections of society. In Gaza 
we had 105 people; in Bethlehem, 60 
people; in Jerusalem, 45 people. We 
presented a plan for a nonviolent 
movement. We then asked them if they 
want to join, to sign up for a committee, 
to organize a nonviolent action plan for 
their own community because each 
situation is different. Jerusalem is 
different from Ramallah, which is 
different from Gaza. The people can’t all 
meet together because of all the 
checkpoints. So we made it very 
community based. We’re now in the 
process of training with all these 


community committees, to draft local 
action plans to be presented at two 
national video conferences simul- 
taneously, one in West Bank, one in Gaza. 

“Then hopefully we can come to a 
common theme for all those 12 
communities, like ‘settlements, ‘or b’ack 
to negotiations,’ or ‘sharing Jerusalem, or 
whatever theme they want to choose, and 
one campaign, and one theme, in Israel 
and Palestine, and, hopefully, in the US 
and Europe at the same time as a unified 
force against this violence. 

“The demonstrations against the 
war in Iraq were very inspirational. 
Palestinians couldn't believe their eyes. 
‘All these people out on the street 
against Iraq and nobody for us’?’ | said. 
‘Well, maybe you don’t deserve it.’ And 
that sort of opened some kind of 
thinking, it set a kind of example, 
they’re kind of jealous. So hopefully we 
can work together and come to that 
kind of cooperation internationally. 
That’s a long, long shot. 

“What we're trying to do now is help 
people on an individual basis who will say 
they're against violence, they’re against 
suicide bombings, but who are afraid to 
speak out when they’re alone. Hopefully, 
by helping them to organize themselves, 
when they get together they’re stronger 
and can speak with one voice. 0 


Into (Compassionate |_istening 


via Dosnia 


personal and spir- 
itual work to 
cultivate the qual- 
ity of compassion. 
Compassionate 
Listeners 
learn to suspend 
judgment of the 
self and others 
while seeking in- 
formation and ex- 
Peflencessto ex= 
pand their open- 
ness. Next, it is 
helpful if they can 
learn the skills of reflective listening, re- 
framing, and naming the essence of the 


must 


Bill Ames and FOR delegation, 
Prijedor, Bosnia 
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issue, feeling or dilemma. Finally, they 
must learn the skills of holding 
psychological boundaries, of quieting the 
mind, staying connected with one’s own 
body and mind and even remembering 
to breathe when they are excited. 

I remember the night I first heard 
about Compassionate Listening. It was 
Halloween, 1998, and there was a full 
moon. I had recently begun attending the 
University Friends Meeting in Seattle, 
Washington. I was helping a Quaker 
friend move, and Mary Cider, another 
Quaker friend, told me about a project 
she had participated in through AFSC 
(American Friends Service Committee) 
and WWFOR (Western Washington 
Fellowship of Reconciliation). It was a 
listening project between the Makah 
Indians and a group of anti-whaling 
demonstrators. She explained the concept 
of Compassionate Listening and 
mentioned that she thought I might be 
good at it. That conversation planted a 
seed in me, and a few months later, I 
signed up for a Compassionate Listening 
training in Indianola, WA. 

The trainers were Leah Green and 
Carol Hwoschinsky, from MidEast 
Citizen Diplomacy. They had been 
working in the Middle East for some time 
and had already led many delegations to 
Israel and Palestine. Recently, they had 
heard about Gene Knudsen Hoffman’s 
work and had sought her out for training. 
Deeply impressed with Gene’s method, 
they decided to adopt Compassionate 
Listening as their organization's primary 
focus and change the name of their 
organization to “The Compassionate 
Listening Project.” 

My opportunity to go on a 
Compassionate Listening delegation 
came in 2001, when I went to Bosnia with 
the American Fellowship = of 
Reconciliation. I had read an article in 
Fellowship Magazine about the Bosnian 
Student Project during the 1990s, where 
FOR had arranged for over 300 students 
from all three sides in the Bosnian conflict 
to study at universities in the United 
States. As a result, FOR had many 
contacts in Bosnia and was organizing 
delegations to go and talk with those 
people. I wrote them a letter and 
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expressed my interest. A few weeks later, 
I was invited to go. 

We stayed in Prijedor, a city of about 
100,000 in the Republika of Srpska, the 
Serb-held part of the country. The city 
and the villages around it had been over 
50% Muslim before 1992. In the spring 
of that year, a civil war erupted in which 
the Bosnian Serbs, the Bosnian Croats 
and the Bosnian Muslims were all 
fighting each other. In June of 1992, the 
entire Muslim population of Prijedor had 
been arrested and sent to concentrations 
camps while their houses had been 
burned or confiscated. Over 7.000 
Bosnian Muslims had been killed. 

We talked with the mayor (a Serb) 
and the vice-mayor (a Muslim). We also 
listened to representatives from the UN 
and a number of foreign aid agencies. In 
1998, a small group of Muslims from 
Prijedor had moved back and were 
rebuilding their homes. We visited them 
in the “old city” neighborhood of Prijedor 
and the village of Kozarac. At the same 
time, we were teaching an English class 
to Serb children in the Branko Copic 
Elementary School. 

Not long after I returned from 
Bosnia, I heard the Compassionate 
Listening Project was planning a long- 
term certification program for 
Compassionate Listening facilitators. I 
signed up, and since that time, I have been 
a member of the “Fast Track” group. 
Some of us have organized practice 
groups, others have organized workshops, 
and still others have organized or 
participated in delegations. I’ve had the 
privilege of giving workshops at 
Edmonds Community College, where I 
teach English as a Second Language. 

I believe that genuine peace requires 
reconciliation. Reconciliation, in turn, 
requires dialogue, and dialogue requires 
the freedom to speak as well as the 
obligation to listen. By making a safe 
place for everyone to be heard, to tell their 
story and to discover their Truth, I believe 
we can make a genuine contribution to 
peace. 

But it’s not easy. There is much pain, 
anger, fear, hatred and suspicion. A 
would-be peacemaker can be swept away 
by strong emotions and stop listening. It’s 


important, however, to keep listening. As 
the senior Quaker mediator, Adam Curle, 
says, “To retain contact with the 
oppressors neither condones their actions, 
nor weakens support for and 
commitment to the oppressed. To work 
for liberation of the oppressed can be 
helped by communicating with the 
oppressors and may free the oppressors 
form the degradation by which they are 
trapped. It cannot be realized unless there 
is contact with them.” 

And: so, 4t 1s “ourgijopweas 
Compassionate Llisteners to work for the 
liberation of both the oppressed and the 
oppressor, for they are both trapped in 
conflict. We can help if we become the 
bridge. 

My spiritual practice as a Quaker has 
helped me in Compassionate Listening, 
but my involvement in Compassionate 
Listening has also deepened and 
strengthened my commitment to the 
Peace Testimony. The Quaker belief in 
“that of God” in every person and on the 
importance of listening for the “still, quiet 
voice” of God are both a great help. 
Through compassionate, respectful and 
openhearted listening, I believe Quakers 
can make an enormous contribution to 
peace. 

As Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
once said, “If we could read the secret 
history of our enemies, we would find in 
each person’s life sorrow and suffering 
enough to disarm all hostility.” The more 
I hear, the more I agree.O 


ONLINE RESOURCES 


www.coopcomm.org: This website con- 
tains many of Gene Hoffman’s writings, 
including her Compassionate Listening 
Sourcebook, as well as excellent material by 
Dennis Rivers, a communications facili- 


tator. ALL FREE! 


www.compassionatelistening.org con- 
tains a wealth of material, books, videos, 
etc. including information about work- 
shops, trainings, and trips to the Middle 
East, etc. 


www.forusa.org, the official website of 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, contains 
information about their peacemaking 
trips to the Middle East and elsewhere. 
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(ompassionate |_istening 


and Other Writings by Gene Knudsen Hoffman 


Review by Deborah Flick 
reprinted from YES! Magazine 


“Meeting for Worship for the 
Tortured and Torturers” read the sign 
Gene Knudsen Hoffman passed as she 
was walking in London. By Hoffman’s 
own testament, this was breakthrough 
moment: 

“T was astonished. As a Quaker 
Pacifist, I believed I should have no 
enemy and should care for the wounded 
on all sides of every battle—but—put the 
torturers on the same level as the 
tortured? I'd never thought of that. 

“A whole new chapter of my life 
opened. I wondered why people tortured 
others, and thought that if I could know 
that answer, there might be new 
possibilities for peacemaking and 
reconciliation.” 

Reflecting on this sign ignited 
Hoffman’s curiosity about the torturers 
as human beings. This is a courageous 
step many of us are reluctant, at best, or 
terrified to take. Remember the reaction 
of many people to 9/11: “I don’t care why 
they did it, I don’t want to know. I don’t 
need to know. They are evil. I want 
revenge and they deserve the harshest 
punishment.” End of conversation. 

What does Hoffman mean by 
putting “the torturers on the same level 
as the tortured”? She clearly does not 
suggest ignoring the torturers’ crimes or 
drawing moral equivalencies between the 
harm they do to their victims and the 
harm to themselves. Rather, she is calling 
us to understand people on all sides of 
conflicts, people identified as oppressors 
and victims alike, our enemies as well as 
our allies. 

Hoffman’s experiences in this realm 
led her to observe, “An enemy is a person 
whose story we have not heard.” From 
her vantage point, it is possible to 
transform conflicts and create the 
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conditions for recon- 
ciliation by refusing to 
cling to our demonized 
versions of the enemy. 
Hoffman encourages us to 
connect with the humanity 
of those we might consider 
enemies—recognizing our 
shared sense of vulnerability 
and suffering, and our 
desire to be safe and 
content, no matter how 
awfully we may have 
behaved. 

For Hoffman, recon- 
ciliation is the most difficult 
and important aspect of 
peacemaking because it 
involves re-establishing 
relationships among those in conflict. 
Through relationship-building we come 
to know the other as being not so 
different from ourselves at the 
fundamental level of our shared 
humanity, even though in asserting the 
perceived primacy of our own interests 
and goals we may harm each other. How 
do we bridge this great divide? One way 
is with Compassionate Listening, in 
which all parties are listened to deeply, 
and their stories understood, even if not 
necessarily agreed with. 

To listen compassionately is to listen 
without judgment, to seek the truth as 
understood and experienced by the other 
person. “Listeners do not defend 
themselves, but accept what others say as 
their perceptions,” writes Hoffman. By 
doing so, listeners “validate the others’ 
right to those perceptions.” Hoffman 
instructs us to listen with our “spiritual 
ears” so that we may “see through the 
masks of hostility and fear to the 
sacredness of the individual and to discern 


GENE HorrMAN with RICHARD DEATS, editor of 
Fellowship, magazine of Fellowship of 
Reconcilation (FOR). Active in FOR for over 
fifty years, Gene gave a workshop and was hon- 
ored at the FOR Convention that took place in 
Los Angeles in August 2004. Richard said of 
Gene: “For more than half a century, Gene 
Hoffman-—through her essays and poetry, her 
workshops and speeches, her travels and her wit- 
ness—has been a fountainhead of creative spirt- 
tuality and courageous peacemaking.” 


the wounds suffered by all parties.” 
Hoffman is quick to admit that such 
listening is very hard, especially when she 
senses people are being less than truthful. 
She persists in listening, supported by two 
fundamental convictions. 

She believes that there is a divine 
element of goodness that exists in all of 
us, even those we oppose, and this 
goodness can be tapped by the experience 
of being listened to compassionately. 
Hoffman also believes that no one person 
or side can claim they have the truth no 
matter how right and righteous they (we) 
feel. And, everyone has a partial Truth, a 
piece of the whole story, diverse 
experiences and perspectives that, taken 
together, allow a larger, inclusive truth to 
emerge that can form the foundation for 
reconciliation. 

Compassionate Listening requires a 
leap of faith. It is counter-intuitive and 
counter-instinctual. We really don’t want 
to listen to people we believe have 
committed wrongs against us, against 
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humanity. It is tough to open ourselves 
to people who we believe would rather 
kill us than look at us. Hoffman entices 
us to take the leap. Inspired by her 
methods, MidEast Citizens Diplomacy 
created the Compassionate Listening 
Project, in which hundreds of Americans 
have worked to reconcile Israelis and 
Palestinians (see YES/, Winter 2002). 

Hoffman's insights do not come out 
of nowhere, as the book reveals. The book 
is part loving biography written by the editor 
and part revealing autobiography and 
personal diary. Hoffman’s stories stretch 
from her Quaker roots to witnessing against 
McCarthyism, to divorce after 25 years of 
marriage and hospitalization for what was 
then called a “nervous breakdown.” 
Through stories of meeting with Richard 
Nixon, attending a retreat with Thich 
Nhat Hanh and Viet Nam vets, and 
listening to angry and despairing Israelis 
and Palestinians, Hoffman shares her 
insights and learning every challenging 
step of the way. 

Just as the Quaker meeting sign for 
the tortured and the torturers sparked a 
shift in Hoffman’s understanding of 
conflict and reconciliation, this book 
offers the same for some readers. 
Everyone can learn something from 
Hoffman’s example. Professionals in 
conflict and mediation work, dialogue, 
diversity and multiculturalism and other 
areas of human interaction will be 
inspired to reflect on their work and 
explore new directions. Peace and justice 
activists will be challenged to stretch 
themselves to listen compassionately not 
only to the oppressed but equally to the 
oppressor. And all of us in the context of 
our everyday lives will benefit from 
Hoffman’s wisdom and example. She 
prods us to grow larger in our hearts and 


minds. 0 


Dr. Deborah Flick 1s a consultant in dialogue and 
cultural diversity and the author of From Debate 
to Dialogue. She was a member of the 
Compassionate Listening Project delegation to 
Syria and Lebanon in 2002 and also attended 
the Compassionate Listening delegation to Israel/ 
Palestine in October 2004. Her view was 
reprinted from YES! magazine, PO Box 10818, 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110. Subscriptions: 
800/937-4451 Web: www. yesmagazine.org. 
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FRIENDLY RESPONSES 


Dear Editor: My name is Donnell Joseph. 
I’m a 46-years-old incarcerated black man 
who has been a convinced Quaker for 
four years now. I recently saw your 
advertisement in the Friends Journal and 
thought that I would write to your 
magazine. 

I’m from South Central Los Angeles, 
CA, and have lived a not so calm life. I 
have made my share of mistakes, but I’m 
basically an honest man who has a 
compassionate heart. I’m serving a 21 
years and 10 months federal sentence for 
the stupid crime of postal robbery for 
which I bear the responsibility, shame and 
humiliation. My mistakes are deeply 
regrettable. 

If it may please have your most 
gracious kindness, | would like to ask of 
the Bulletin understanding and forgive- 
ness for the life that I have led which has 
placed me in such a status of loneliness 
and despair. 

I have read George Fox’s Journal, as 
well as writings by John Woolman and 
Jessamyn West and other Friends who 
have inspired me through their enormous 
truth and ability to express love and 
goodwill. 

Being a Quaker in the federal system 
is a lonely journey as most men are 
embracing the Islamic faiths and other 
more popular Christianity faiths and I 
hold silent meeting with myself. 

I love reading and writing, and the 
outdoors. | have been a vegetarian for 12 
years and am a man who loves birds and 
wildlife. I also love gardening. Gardening 
becomes the very cornerstone for greater 
love and deeper expression that best 
defines the reality of my existence. 

I would like very much to com- 
municate with other Friends on the West 
Coast and trust that by me being 
incarcerated will not cast a distrusting 
cloud over my intentions, which I assure 
you are honorable. 

I do not want to intrude any further 
an your precious time, so | will bring this 
letter to a halt. However, I must express 
my heartfelt thanks for allowing me this 
platform to express myself to you. I trust 


that you will find it in your heart to 
respond. Know that I’m holding the 
Bulletin and Friends in the Light!. With 
kindest regards I am sincerely yours, 
Donnell Joseph #01534-112 United 
States Penitentiary POBox 26030, 
Beaumont, Texas 77720-6030. | The editor 
has sent Donnell copies of Friends Bulletin 
and obtained his permission to print his 
letter. If you wish to correspond with him, 
please write to the above address.| 


Dear Editor: In the September issue of 
Friends Bulletin we are asked, “Is 
Abortion in Keeping with Our Quaker 
Testimonies?” I believe this question is 
beside the point of an unavoidable 
question here and now. That question 
concerns the belief held by many 
evangelical “Christians” that they are 
doing God’s will in trying to prevent 
abortions by making an alliance with a 
national political faction to obtain the 
criminalization of abortion. 

There is a difference between 
preventing abortion and criminalizing 
abortion. If they succeed in getting 
abortion criminalized, moderately well- 
off women will continue to obtain 
reasonably safe abortions while poor 
women will maim and kill themselves to 
avoid bearing children they have no 
means to take care of and raise. 

On the other hand, preventing 
abortions would lead us to create a culture 
where men are taught to be responsible 
for their sexuality. In this process we 
would have to notice that our present 
culture all too often teaches men that 
sexuality is about power and domination 
and that responsibility is a joke. As we 
pay more attention, we may see that these 
attitudes have gone hand in hand with 
militarism since time immemorial. 

As a stop gap until we convince all 
men to act with respect to all women, 
we should expect the dominant social 
institutions, for the 
government, to provide a reasonable 
level of material support for all children 
and their mothers. It seems to me that 
judgmental self-righteousness is not in 
keeping with anybody’s testimony as a 
follower of Jesus.—Joe Covach, Salem, 
OR, Meeting. 
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Conscientious 
Objection: 
‘T he Power of One 


by Chuck Wallace 
Central (California) Coast 
Preparatory Friends Meeting 


he Central Coast Preparatory 

Friends Meeting has provided a hot- 
line (805-788-0395) for more than a year 
to answer questions related to registration 
for Selective Service. We also offer a web 
site (http://cosslo.org) for information on 
becoming a Conscientious Objector. 

At the Worship Meeting for Business 
in April 2004 I reported that we had two 
calls in January and only one in February. 
The telephone costs apppoximately $20 
per month. I asked, “Do you wish to 
continue this service?” They gave a strong 
BY 

In May a woman’s voice, heavy with 
emotion, said, “I will not let my 17 year- 
old daughter go into the military! What 
can I do?” She had read about HR163, 
which, if enacted, would establish a 
universal draft requiring men and women 
18 to 26 to serve two years in the military, 
or under certain circumstances, in 
“Alternative Civilian Service.” 

I encouraged her to come to my 
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Keturn Engagement for Peace 


ast year Meera Shanti, junior 
member of Olympia (WA) Meeting, 
gave a piano recital and produced a CD 
that raised over $1,600 to benefit Israeli- 
Palestinian Families for Peace. So 
successful was that engagement that on 
October 23, 2004, Meera gave another 
recital to benefit the Healing and 
Rebuilding Communities Program of the 
African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI). 
She plans to give a second benefit recital 
for AGLI in Philadelphia! 

Meera Shanti is 14 years old and 
has been playing the piano since the age 
of 2. Her latest CD, which includes 
pieces by Debussy, Rachmaninoff, 
Chopin, Granados, etc. played with 


great skill and sensitivity, is well worth 


purchasing for musical as well as 
humanitarian reasons. To order your 
CD, please make out a check for $10 
(more is gratefully accepted) to “Friends 
Peace Teams” (earmarked AGLI) and 
send it to Meera Shanti, 1717 18th 
Court NE, Olympia WA 98506. 

The AGLI Healing and Rebuilding 
Communities Program is a project of 
Friends Peace Teams and Burundi 
Yearly Meeting of Friends. The project 
has been working to bring some closure 
to the conflicts between the Hutu and 
Tutsi people of Rwanda, Burundi, 
Uganda, and the Congo, which has left 
hundreds of thousands dead, and an 
even greater number in camps for 
refugees and displaced persons (see FB, 
Dec. 2004).—Editor. 
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Peace Picnic in the Park 


house for a conference. As an incentive I 
offered her a copy of my book, C.O. 
Conscientious Objector, which sold out the 
first edition. 

Susie Haim brought her husband and 
we had a long conversation outlining 
possible actions. One of them was a 
program with speakers 
opportunity for questions and answers. 

Two weeks later we held a planning 
session with Susie and two of her friends 
who had draft-age children. This led to a 
Draft Forum held in the auditorium of 
the San Luis Obispo Library on May 13, 


and an 


2004. The women organized a telephone 
tree. Each one called two friends and 
urged them to attend and call two more 
mothers. They drew more than 90 people 
to the meeting. 

The panel of five speakers presented 
their views about a “Peace Time Draft” 
and thoughts « bout including women in 
such a program. 

The moderator scheduled an 
intermission followed by thirty minutes 
for questions from the audience, to be 
answered by members of the panel. It was 


a highly successful event. 
17 


Mary Bonaventure was in the 
audience that night and was so inspired 
she planned a “Peace: Picnic im the 
Park,” held three weeks later. This 
targeted youngsters 13 to 26. They 
would hear what the Draft would mean 
to them and begin a personal file that 
could be shown to a Draft Board to 
support their request for classification 
as a “Conscientious Objector.” 

An estimated 100 persons 
participated in the event. Perhaps a Blue 
Grass Band drew many of them. Nearly 
25 young people began their personal 
file that day and had their picture taken 
as proof of their action. 

One woman + one call = success. 


MINUTE ON CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTORS AND SUPPORTERS 
APPROVED BY 
CENTRAL COAST FRIENDS 


Central Coast Friends Meeting 
approves the following Minute on 
Conscientious Objectors and Supporters of 
San Luis Obispo known as COSSLO. 


As Quakers we have been opposed 
to all outward wars since the beginning 
of the Religious Society of Friends. This 
opposition is consistent with our 
historical faith and testimonies. 

Given that some young men and 
women will have moral and/or religious 
objections to contributing to war in any 
form and for any end; and do oppose 
forced conscription into military service; 
and if currently in the military will have 
changes of conscience toward killing 
another human; we, the Quakers of the 
Central Coast, vow to assist people to 
become conscientious objectors, to help 
people stay out of the military despite 
“deferred entry” status, and to obtain early 
release out of the military once they are 
in. 

The March Meeting for Business of 
the Central Coast Prepatory Friends 
Meeting accepted a Minute supporting 
our Draft Counseling program In 
November they authorized establishing 
it with two members, Larry Batcheldor 
and Chuck Wallace, to be responsible. 
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We now have an office, hot line 
telephone and a web site. On February 
12th we held our kick-off program with 
the video, “Blood makes the Grass 
Grow,” which shows four young people 
who were in the military when each one 
realized he\she didn’t belong there. 
They tell of their struggle to get out. 
Our guest speaker, Stephen Pope of UC 
Santa Barbara, told of his decision to 
be a Conscientious Objector during the 
Vietnam era. The question and answer 
period showed the high level of interest 
in this topic. Phone: 805-788-0395. 
Website: http://cosslo.org/ 


MINUTE ON TORTURE 
APPROVED BY 
Marin County FRIENDS 


[Marin Friends Meeting approved the 
following at the May 16, 2004 Meeting 
for Business. The Clerk sent tt to Senators, 
Representatives and President Bush. It 
was published in the Forum section of the 
Marin Independent Journal on 
Saturday, May 22, 2004.—Marie 
Ingerman, Recording Clerk. | 


Marin Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends, acting from its 
deeply held religious convictions, 
abhors torture, cruel and inhumane 
treatment of any kind in all countries 
and under any circumstances. 

We specifically abhor torture when 
it is performed by members of the 
armed forces and persons representing 
the United States in Iraqi prisons and 
other countries as well as our own. 

We call thorough, 
independent and public investigation 
into the torture allegations in Iraq, 
especially to hold accountable those in 
the chain of command, both military 
and civilian. 

We hold in the light all those who 
have been tortured as well as the 
torturers on all sides, that they may 
come to understand what they have 
done, and that their hearts may be 
touched and opened to feelings of deep 
regret.—Loutse Aldrich, Clerk of Marin 
Friends Meeting 
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NEW QUAKER BOOKS 


FOR ADULTS 


If you would lke to review any of these 
books or pamphlets, please contact the edi- 
tor at friendsbulletin@aol.com. 


Undaunted Zeal: The Letters of Margaret 
Fell, edited and introduced by Elsa F. 
Glines.Friends United Meeting, Rich- 
mond, IND, 2003. 


Walk Worthy of Your Calling: Quakers and 
the Traveling Ministry, ed. by Margery 
Post Abbott and Peggy Senger Parsons. 
Essys and stories by a wide variety of 
Friends (from liberal to evangelical) de- 
scribing their experiences traveling in 
the ministry. 


Quaker Views on Mysticism by Margery 
Post Abbott. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 375. 
Pendle Hill Publications, 2004. 


The Practice of the Love of God by Ken- 
neth Boulding, with an introduction by 
Elise Boulding. Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
374. Pendle Hill Publications, 2004. 


Group Spiritual Nurture: The Wisdom of 
Spiritual Listening by Daphne Clement. 
Pendle Hill Pamphlet 373. Pendle Hill 
Publications, 2004. 


Over the Highest Mountains: A Memoir 
of Unexpected Heroism in France during 
World War II by Alice Resch 
Synnestvedt. Cover price $17.95 plus 
taxes and handling. Available now from 
the publisher: Intentional Productions, 
PO Box 94814, Pasadena, CA 91109, 
and from Amazon.com and your 
favorite independent bookstore. 
In 1939, having trained as a nurse, Alice 
Synnestvedt encountered the Quakers 
in Paris and volunteered to help them 
feed hungry French children. She 
wound up spending six years amidst the 
deportations and the detention camps 
of Vichy France, feeding, clothing and 
sheltering refugees and helping adults 
and children escape from the Nazis. 
Filled with insight, joy and integrity, this 
memoir gives us both an important 
piece of under-reported history and an 
instructive model for our own times. 
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The Color of Freedom by Laura Coppo, 
edited with an introduction and notes by 
David H. Albert. Common Courage 
Press, 121 Red Barn Rd, Monroe, ME 
04951.© 2005 The Gandhian Found- 
ation. Inspirational oral biography of two 
Indian revolutionaries—S. Jagannathan 
and Krishnammal Jagannathan—and 
the Gandhian struggle for independence, 
against untouchability, for land reform, 
and against the 
aquaculture interests destroying India’s 
environment. Warning: after reading this 


multinational 


book, you may be inspired to take action 
and boycott shrimp! 


Your Meeting’s Records: A handbook for 
clerks and custodians of records, 2nd ed., 
2004, Library Committee of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends. Quaker Books, 
Friends House, Euston Rd, London, 
NW1 2B). 


Spirited Living: Waging Conflict, Build- 
ing Peace by Simon Fisher. Swarthmore 
Lecture. Quaker Books, 2004. Author re- 
sponds to today’s urgent need to forge 
more assertive ways of building peace 
with justice, drawing on his extensive 
cross-cultural experience. 


Trespass and Trust: Quaker Meetings and 
Sex Offenders by Daphne Glazer. Quaker 
Books, 2004. Asks questions such as: 
how do we maintain trust and safety? 
What is forgiveness? What can we do to 
help an abuser to change, and to support 
a Quaker meeting that faces these dilem- 
mas? 


Role Over? National Lottery Funding and 
the Quaker Testimony against Gambling: 
Contemporary experiences of Friends in 
Britain Yearly Meeting. Quaker Peace and 
Social Witness, 2004. Explores efforts of 
British Friends to balance Quaker testi- 
mony against gambling with the benefits 
of National Lottery funding for “good 


” 
Causes. 


Quality and Depth of Worship and Minis- 
try, vol. 5 of the Eldership and Oversight 
handbook series. Quaker Books, 2001. 
Addresses questions such as: “What does 
ministry mean? How can we talk to each 
other, sharing our understandngs of lis- 
tening or waiting on God?” This book 
is distillation of experience and reflection 
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collected from meetings and offered back 
in the form of queries, designed to be 
taken a few a time. 


NEW QUAKER BOOKS 
FOR CHILDREN AND 


YOUNG PEOPLE 


Quakers I and II: An Expertential 
Curriculum For People Ages Four Through 
Adult by Mary Snyder. Quaker Cottage 
Industry, 2001. 23 pp. $10. This 
curriculum includes the basics of 
Quakerism through story. It is especially 
good for those new to Quakerism. Less 
than 15 minutes of preparation time is 
required since the lessons are based on 
story and a response to story. This book 
is a practical and inexpensive resource for 
parents and First Day School teachers to 
learn the stories with thoughtful tips for 
presentation. 


Lives That Speak: Stories of Twentieth 
Century Quakers by the Religious 
Education Committee of FGC. Marnie 
Clarke, editor Quaker Press of FGC 
2004. 168 pp paper. What do Steve 
Angell, Elise Boulding, Bayard Rustin 
and Signe Wilkinson have in common? 
‘These Friends and the twelve others 
included in Lives That Speak each lived 
their unique witness to making peace and 
working for justice. Designed for students 
in the 4th to 8th grade, these stories 
provide young people with models of 
courage, creativity and caring. Each 
chapter has questions to ponder, follow 
up activities and suggested further 
reading A possible intergenerational 
application of the book would be a book 
group in which each week a different 
person from the book is studied. Lives 
That Speak is an inspiring and thoughtful 
examination of how one person can live 
out his or her faith, and change the world 
in the process. 


To obtain these and other Quaker books, go 
to http://www.quakerbooks.org or http.// 
or pendlehill.org (where many Pendle Hill 
pamphlets are avatlable FREE for those 
who wish to download them). 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


MarGAret BEYER 


Margaret Herriot Wagonet Beyer 
was born August 3, 1924 to Russell 
Gordon and Betsy Morrison Wagonet in 
Rochester, New York. She grew up in 
Connecticut and graduated from the 
Putney School in Vermont. The Putney 
experience sparked Margaret’s lifelong 
dedication to education and helping 
others realize their full potential. 
Margaret graduated from the University 
of California at Berkeley in 1946 with 
degrees in Economics and Fine Arts. 

After her marriage to Richard Beyer 
in 1948 and the births of Elizabeth in 
1950 and Charles in 1953, she received 
a Masters Deeree im Education, 
specializing in early childhood develop- 
ment from the University of Vermont. In 
between these events, she was assistant 
to the Curator of Asian Art at the 
Brooklyn Museum and also taught 
nursery school. 

In 1957, the Beyers moved to Seattle. 
Margaret worked as a nursery school 
teacher at the Bush School while Rich 
studied for a PhD in Economics at the 
University of Washington. Margaret 
became Director of the Bush Preschool, 
a position she held for 14 years. 

Margaret joined University Friends 
Meeting in September 1964. She was an 
active member of the Meeting until the 
Beyers moved in 1988. She served on 
many committees, including the 
Education Committee and Worship and 
Ministry. She was Clerk of the Meeting 
for three years from 1970-1973. 

After leaving the Bush School, 
Margaret studied law for a year at the 
University of Puget Sound Law School 
and then managed the Department of 
Domestic Affairs of King County 
Prosecutor’s Office for five years. 

In 1988, Rich and Margaret moved 
to Pateros, WA, to be near daughter Liz 
and the grandchildren, and to have a new 
foundry for Rich. They also purchased a 
small farm on nearby Squaw Creek 
where Margaret developed an acre of 
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organic strawberries to sell in the farmers 
markets of Twisp and Chelan. 

While Margaret remained a member 
of University Meeting after her move, she 
worshipped primarily with the Chelan- 
Methow Worship Group, which she 
helped create in 1994. They viewed her 
as quiet, willing to help others, strong and 
wise, an amazing woman who will be 
missed tremendously. 

Margaret’s commitment to education 
continued. She served on the Pateros 
School Board for a number of years and 
presided over the high school scholarship 
program, Dollars for Scholars. Margaret 
had a strong interest in helping students 
with learning differences and volunteered 
at the Pateros School. Jo better 
understand the learning roadblocks her 
students had, she enrolled in the ARK 
Institute in Tacoma. At the age of 79, 
less than a year before her death, she 
received a Certificate as a Professional 
Reading Specialist. Her goal was to share 
what she had learned with other teachers 
so the students most in need could be 
better helped. Margaret saw each child 
as a spark of light in a handful of gravel 
and believed that the education of each 
child was a matter of realizing his or her 
own unique, particular light. 

Her Quakerism and educational 
philosophy matched closely. In 1999, 
Margaret wrote the book, The Art People 
Love: Stories of Richard S. Beyer’ Life and 
His Sculptures, about her husband. 
Through all the years that Margaret 
managed the sculpture business with 
Rich, she was an artist in her own right. 
She worked closely with architects to 
design and build the seven-unit General 
Fremont condominium in Fremont 
where she and Rich lived for a few years 
before their move to Pateros. She 
produced beautiful watercolor paintings, 
bronze cat sculptures and weavings and 
also played the harpsichord. Margaret 
joined with friends in the upper Methow 
to finance and sustain the Confluence 
Gallery in Twisp. 

Margaret died of cancer at home in 
Pateros, surrounded by friends and family 
on April 17, 2004. She was much loved, 
and three memorials were held: at the 


Chelan-Methow Worship Group, May 


20 


23rd, at Pateros, June 5th, at University 
Meeting in Seattle, July 18, 2004. 
Margaret touched us all with her 
generosity, grace, encouragement and 
enthusiasm. She was a scholar, teacher, 
wife, mother, grandmother, great- 
grandmother, artist, paralegal, business 
manager, and writer. She is an enduring 
inspiration to strive for excellence and 
to never stop learning, exploring and 


giving. O 
VIRGINIA HECK 


Virginia Heck, 89, on September 23, 
2004. Virginia was a lifelong Quaker who 
worked for peace locally, nationally, and 
internationally, She was an effective 
advocate for women’s rights, racial 
minorities, civil rights, and judicial 
reform. Her commitment to the under- 
dog and her passionate determination to 
improve the lives of the disenfranchised 
were honored with many awards from 
local and national organizations. In her 
more then sixty years of public service, 
she demonstrated great executive ability, 
integrity, compassion, and a gift for 
lasting friendship. 

Virginia was born April 25,1915 in 
Bison, South Dakota into a family with 
a tradition of community service. Daniel 
and Esther Perkins, her parents, were 
homesteaders, and Daniel became the 
first county judge. After her mother’s 
early death, Virginia, her father, and her 
sisters moved to Altadena, California. She 
attended local schools and graduated 
from the nearby Quaker college, Whittier 
College, in 1936. 

In the late 1930s, Virginia visited 
Japan twice. She met her future husband, 
Otto Heck, in 1940 at a Quaker hostel 
for European refuges in Richmond, 
Indiana. She was a volunteer, and he had 
just arrived from Vienna, where he had 
been helping Jews escape Nazi 
persecution. The Hecks married in 
Berkeley in 1941 and lived on Forest 
Avenue for 21 years. They later divorced. 
Asa mother of five children, Virginia held 
many offices in the Emerson School and 
Willard Junior High PTAs, receiving an 
honorary life membership in the 


Emerson PTA. 


During World War II, she began 
working with teens at the Berkeley 
Community YWCA. Participating with 
the American Friends Service 
Committee’s Northern California office 
and the National Japanese American 
Student Relocation Council, she helped 
obtain the release of 3,500 young 
Japanese Americans from prison camps. 
During the Vietnam War, as an advocate 
for conscientious objectors, she helped 
many young men gain exemption from 
combat duty. Two of these were her own 
sons. 

In the 1970s, Virginia worked for 
Planned Parenthood in Oakland, 
California. She spent two years in Hawaii 
as local representative of the American 
Friends Service Committee before 
moving to Santa Rosa, where she helped 
found the intentional Community 
Monan’s Rill. She lived there until 1984. 

Concerned about the families of 
those who had been sentenced to jail or 
prison, Virginia Heck helped found the 
Sonoma County chapter of Friends 
Outside, a nonprofit organization that 
provides prisoners and their families with 
transportation, assistance with housing, 
counseling, library services, and 
information and referral. Her hard work 
ensured the success of the Hanson- 
Warren Halfway House. Virginia’s quiet 
persistence and tact contributed to a 
successful working relationship between 
Friends Outside and the Santa Rosa 
Sheriff’s Department. 

She was also a founding member of 
the YWCA of Sonoma County, serving 
on the board for six years and as president 
for two terms. She was noted for her 
ability to “do the dirty work”. as well as 
lead an organization, and put out the 
newsletter, planned annual dinners, 
worked at crafts fairs, and recruited her 
friends to work with the YWCA as well. 
She was a member of the board of the 
Sonoma County ACLU until 2001. In 
1985 she received the Santa Rosa Junior 
College Women’s Network “Women of 
Achievement” Award. She lived happily 
in Santa Rosa until just before her death. 

In addition to her three daughters, 
Christina, Nancy, and Lisa, and two sons, 
Thomas and Douglas, Virginia Heck 
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leaves six grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren. They have all been 
inspired by her strong convictions, clear 
vision, capacity for lots of hard work, 
leadership, and unflagging humor. She 
had a rich life, filling her ninety years with 
enjoyment of the gifts of God and, in 
turn, giving generously of her abilities 
and experience.O 


JOHN CALLENDER 


John Callender was born on October 
19, 1924, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
He was the son of Clarence Callender 
and Ruth Hand Callender and had an 
older sister, Jane. John and his mother 
were members of Old Haverford 
Meeting which assisted him in 
registering as a conscientious objector 
during World War II. His father was a 
law professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. In 1955, the family moved 
to San Diego, CA. 

John utilized his 
woodworking skills as a self-employed 
cabinet maker. In addition he had broad 
interests and hobbies. He was an avid 
outdoorsman and was very active with 
the Sierra Club and the Audubon 
Society. The Silverwoods Bird Sanctuary 
near San Diego was one of the many 
places where he frequently went hiking. 
John loved to travel. When he traveled 
in the United States, it was his habit to 
stop at every Indian monument that he 
came near. He also traveled extensively 
in Europe with a friend. His artistic side 
found expression in his beloved folk 
dancing and in extensive drawing and 


impressive 


painting. 

John and his mother were members 
of La Jolla (CA) Monthly Meeting 
where John was very active with the 
Property Committee. Always eager to 
volunteer his services, he made 
invaluable contributions over 30 years 
with his extensive handyman and 
woodworking skills. He was very involved 
in the Meeting community and loved to 
attend Meeting for Worship and to touch 
base with his many friends afterwards. 
While he was in the Care Center of 
Fredricka Manor in his later years, he was 
a faithful attender of the monthly Meeting 
for Worship there and would also worship 
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at La Jolla Meeting whenever he could 
arrange transportation. 

John died on September 4, 2004, 
of complications from Parkinson’s 
disease. His remains were buried in the 
cemetery of Old Haverford Meeting. 
Friends will miss this kind, gentle and 
loving man who had a cheerful smile 
for everyone. O 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


@ Feb 18-21, 2005: QUAKER WEEKEND AT 
THE NEVADA NUCLEAR SITE. The Nevada 
Desert Experience, an interfaith nonprofit 
organization, has brought together thousands 
of participants over 23 years of organizing at 
the Nevada Test Site. For more info, contact 
Zachary Moon at 510-928-8276 or 
nde_program@peacenet.org. 

www. NevadaDesertExperience.org. 

The AFSC/Southern California Quarterly 
Meeting Youth Service Program is joining 
this Quaker weekend. Please contact Raina 
Martinez at 626-791-1978, ext 132, or E- 
mail ar rmartinez@afsc.org. 

@ Feb 18-20. EASTERN LIGHT: BUDDHIST 
PRACTICES AMONG FRIENDS. How Buddhist 
practices and perspectives enhance—not 
replace—our insights into Quakerism. Steve 
Smith. Ben Lomond (CA) Quaker Center. 
www.quakercenter.org. Phone: 831-336- 
COOSE 

@ Mar 11-13. REpwoop LopGE Movinc IN 
Workcamp! Come help us move furniture, 
do landscaping, and set up the kitchen in the 
new building. 

@ Mar 25-27 (Easter Weekend). FRIENDS 
YESTERDAY AND Topay: The future of our 
past. Learning how to live and speak and act 
George Fox’s message in our 21st century. 
David Boulton. Ben Lomond (CA) Quaker 


Center. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


2005 ADVERTISING RATES: $.47per word for classifed 
ads. Minimum charge, $9. Box ads: 10% extra. Ads 
should be prepaid, if possible. Deadline: six weeks 
prior to publication. 


Publications 

QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIPPING 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free sample avail- 
able upon request. Join our family of Friends for one 
year (10 issues) at $24. For information contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


Friends Journal has published 
e “Quaker Thought and Life 

@™ | oday” for nearly 50 years, suc- 
ceeding periodicals that date 
from the 19th century. Learn 
more about Quaker concerns 
and activities through this monthly maga- 
zine. Save 42 percent off the cover price. 
Receive 12 issues (one full year) for only 
$35. Contact: Friends Journal, Dept. FB, 
1216 Arch Street, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


escennautotctetontnteottencneetenincneettntanenensnn 


VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and out- 
of-print journals, history, religion. Contact us 
for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 

QUAKER WRITERS AND Artists! READ Types & 
SHADOWS, THE EXCITING NEWSLETTER OF THE 
FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE ArTS. FQA’s 
goal: to nurture and showcase the literary, vi- 
sual, musical, and performing arts within the 
Religious Society of Friends, for purposes of 
Quaker expression, ministry, witness, and out- 
reach. To these ends, we will offer spiritual, 
practical, and financial support as way opens. 
Help build an international network of creative 
support and celebration. Membership $22/year. 
FQA, Dept. FB, PO Box 58565, Philadelphia, 
PA 19102. E-mail: fga@quaker.org. Web: http:/ 
YOUN SBE ROTEL CONE Champs, and 


Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal 
retreats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 
sek 

FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTILEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent liv- 
ing apartments and houses, an assisted care liv- 
ing facility, skilled nursing, and an adult day 
services program serving residents and the 
wider Santa Rosa, CA community. Located in 
Santa Rosa, Friends House is easily accessible 
to San Francisco, the Pacific Coast, redwood 
forests, and the vineyards of Sonoma and Napa 
counties. Friends House is owned and oper- 
ated by Friends Association of Services for the 
Elderly (FASE), a California not-for-profit cor- 
poration. The facility and Board of Directors 
are strongly influenced by Quaker traditions. 
The welfare and growth of persons within an 
environment which stresses independence is 
highly valued. Tour Friends House at our 
website at www.friendshouse.org. Friends 
House, 684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 
95409. 707-538-0152. 


sek 


ae 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, 
gender equity, and the health of the planet. 
Nationwide / Canada. All ages. Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 


THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER at Sierra Friends 
Center offers a Quaker Educational opportunity 
in a one semester high school experience empha- 
sizing Quaker Testimonies: Peace, Justice, 
Sustainability & Service; rigorous college prepa- 
ratory courses and simple living in community. 
Unique highlight to a student’s portfolio. Schol- 
arships available. See www.woolman.org and con- 
tact Kathy Runyan at 530-273-3183 
WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W. 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 
541-686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: WILLIAM PENN 
House, WASHINGTON, DC. Quaker Semi- 
nars, youth programs, bed and breakfast. 5 
blocks from the Capitol, Supreme Court and 
near Smithsonian Museums. Shared accommo- 
dations for individuals and groups. Gays, les- 
bians and people of color are welcome. 515 
East Capitol St. SE, Washington, DC 20003, 
202-543-5560, FAX (202) 543-3814, 
director@wmpennhouse.org, www.Quaker.org/ 
penn-house. 

POSITIONS OPEN: Interns: 9-12 month commit- 
ment. Assist with hospitality and seminar plan- 
ning at William Penn House. Room & board 
with small stipend. Applications from gays, les- 
bians and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks 
from the Capitol, Supreme Court and near the 


Smithsonian Museums. See contact info above. 
2K 


WILLIAM J. Papp PORTLAND FRIENDS 
SCHOOL, located in SW Portland, OR. A 
Friends school for children, grades K-8, rooted 
in Quaker values. Children are provided with a 
quality academic and a developmentally appro- 
priate education. The school environment is 
caring and nurturing with strong emphasis on 
nonviolent conflict resolution. For information, con- 
tact Judy Smith, portlandfriendss@qwest.net or 503- 
245-8164. 
Services 

SINGLE Book LOVERS has been getting unat- 
tached people who like to read together since 
1970. Nationwide and run by Friends. SBL, 
Box 74, Swarthmore, PA 19039: 
SBL@compuserve.com. 800-773-3437. 
JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse 
ACRES FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All 


pap 


ages welcome. Camps are set up to encour- 
age confidence in people who are fearful of horses, as 
well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn to see 
the world from the horse’s point of view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 360-825- 
3628. E-mail: friendlaverne 

@friendlyhorseacres.com. 


Tours and Opportunities 


ConsIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit the 
Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011 506-645-5436 or 520- 
364-8694 or E-mail: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
website: www.crstudytours.com. 

eka 
CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 
elevation, often near perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 
6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 
85607. Website: arizonafriends.com. 
QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS. ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QuakeERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 
theologically diverse Friends concerned with 
the ministry of the written word. Contact 
Graham Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. 
Website: www.quaker.org/quip. 


“ARE YOU SATISFIED?” CD of original music, 
Quakerly concerns: life as a hopeful spiritual 
journey, personal & political resolutions. Listen, 
read lyrics @ http://www.lauriechilders.com/, 
also cdbaby.com/Ichilders. 

AK 
FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST 
ASSISTANCE FROM Davip Brown, A 
QUAKER REALTOR. David will refer you to a 
real estate professional to assist you with buy- 
ing and/or selling a home anywhere in the USA. 
E-mail: Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

RAS 
Burunb1, RWANDA, KENYA AND UGANDA 
WORKCAMPS WITH THE AFRICAN GREAT 
Lakes INITIATIVE/FRIENDS PEACE 
TEAMS: Construct classrooms, refurbish 
Quaker schools, rebuild homes. July 3 to 
August 6, 2005. Teams with international and 
local workcampers. Good health and willing- 
ness to do manual labor. Construction skills 
unnecessary. Living conditions will be Spar- 
tan. Fundraising required. Applications on 
a first come basis. Contact Dawn Rubbert, 
auntdawn@charter.net 

2k ok KK 
TEACH ENGLISH IN CHINA. YingwenTeach 
(www.yingwenteach.com), a Friendly Tucson or- 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 

Joint SERVICE PROJECT: 
QUAKER WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS AND 
ADULTS. Spring and fall in Mexico, sum- 
mer with Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike 
Gray. E-mail: MGray@afsc.org or 520- 
907-6321. Website: afsc.org 


ganization, seeks adventuresome souls to teach 
conversational English for long- or short-term (2, 
3, or 4 weeks). Chinese schools provide salary, free 
housing, and more. Contact Shane at 
info@yingwenteach.co. 


aeleiek 


CusToM CALLIGRAPHY. Marriage certificates; 
celebrations of commitment; naming documents 
for newborn or adopted children. Visit my website: 
www.wynnellewellyn.com or call me to discuss 
your needs: 413-634 5576 

MONTEVERDE FRIENDS SCHOOL, COSTA 
RICA, SEEKS EXPERIENCED TEACHERS and 
administrators for August 2005. See 
www.mfschool.org/teaching/jobs.htm. 
PALESTINIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEEDS 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS, SPECIFICALLY STORY 
BOOKS WITH PICTURES. Please send to Friends 
Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St, Torrance CA 90505, 
or directly to the school c/o Azmi Masalha, Mevo 
Ha Partizanim 306/1, Jerusalem, Israel. 
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
SEEKS REGIONAL DIRECTOR who has primary 
responsibility for the leadership of the Pacific 
Mountain region, which has program in North- 
ern CA. AFSC is a Quaker Peace and Justice Or- 
ganization that does community organizing, peace 
education, criminal justice, immigrant services and 
rights organizing, youth leadership dev., and con- 
flict resolution work. The position requires a BA 
and 4 yrs. exp. leading a multi-racial/ethnic work- 
place. Candidates need familiarity with Quaker 
principles or a willingness to learn them, and a 
strong commitment to non-violence as a means 
of social change. People of color, lesbians, gay men, 
bisexuals, transgender people, people with disabili- 
ties and women are encouraged to apply. Send a 
résumé and cover letter by e-mail to Roy Bateman 
c/o pmr@afsc.org or call 415-565-0201 ext. 12 
Fax 415-565-0204. Résumés due January 31, 
2005. For more information visit our Web Page 


at www.afsc.org. 
SRR 


FWCC 2005 ANNUAL MEETING THE 2005 
ANNUAL MEETING OF FRIENDS WoRLD 
COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION SECTION OF 
THE AMERICAS WILL TAKE PLACE APRIL 14- 
17, 2005 In TemPE, ARIZONA Register online 
at <www.fwecamericas.org> or by contacting the 
FWCC office at 1506 Race St, Philadelphia, PA 
19102. Phone: 215-241-7250. E-mail 
americas@fwecamericas.org. Pre-registration 
required. 


January 2005 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


Have You Renewed Your Subscription? 
“If not now, when?” 


What do Western Friends believe about God, Christ and the Bible? 
How do we put our faith into practice? 


How do we respond to the rise of religious and political extremism 
here in the United States and around the world? 


How do we promote a more just and compassionate society? 


These are a few of the questions that we plan to explore in upcoming 


issues of our magazine. Please feel free to contribute your thoughts ce ee 
on these or other concerns that you feel are important. DA ee ee 
Friends Bulletin is YOUR voice and needs your support. physician, wearing his “Real Men Listen” T- 


shirt and practicing his listening skills with 
Renew your subscription by February 15 and receive 50% discount his fiancé Maha Taji (co-leader of the recent 


on any of the following books, pamphlets or t-shirts . es nid cB A ERG 
alestine/. 
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Order through Friends Bulletin 


Indicate kind of subscription or number of copies of book or pamphlets you wish to order in the underlined 
space on left. 


___ Please renew my subscription to Friends Bulletin for $28 for a single year or $39 for two years. (Contact your 
clerk or Meeting liaison if you plan to renew through your Meeting/WG at the reduced group rate of $21 per year.) 


___ Compassionate Listening and other writings by Gene Hoffman, Quaker Peacemaker and Mystic. Friends Bulletin Publications, 
2003. “For more than half a century, Gene Hoffman—through her essays and poetry, her workshops and speeches, her travels 
and her witness—has been a fountainhead of creative spirituality and courageous peacemaking. This book will be a rich 
resource for those who come after her.” —Richard Deats, Editor of Fellowship Magazine. Paperbound, 350 pp. with photos 
and index. $16.95 (plus $3 postage & handling). 


___Islam from a Quaker Perspective, Friends Bulletin Pamphlet #1 (2003). After September 11, 2001, Anthony Manousos (Santa 
Monica, CA, Meeting) fasted during Ramadan to become better acquainted with the Muslim community and the practice of 
Islam. This pamphlet explores the spirituality of fasting, examines the Islamic faith in relation to Friends’ testimonies and 
provides a brief overview of Quaker involvement in the Middle East. Single copy: $3.95. Two or more: $3 each (incl. postage & 
handling). 


___A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about Independent Quakers in the Western United States. Friends Bulletin Publica- 
tions, 2000. First historical work about Western Quakerism written from the viewpoint of Independent Friends provides vivid, 
first-person testimonies by Friends involved in the “reinvention” of Quakerism in the Western USA from the 1930s to the 


present. 354 pp. paper. $19.95 (incl. postage & handling). 
T-suirts Please indicate number and color of shirts in box | To order, check off items you want on this page, and send with 
I below. $16 each plus $3 postage& handling. check made out to “Friends Bulletin” to: Friends Bulletin, 


I 3223 Danaha St , Torrance CA 90505. 
| Black Navy blue 


j Recuun | Your Name 
| 
e€ 


| Large Address 
: X-Large 


XX-Large* 
[ Total 
* Add $1.50 for XX-Larg 


r FREE POSTAGE with orders of $35 or more. 


City. 
State Zip 


Se =) SS SS Se ae eee aaa ee 


yee ae eee SSSA ES EE eS ee ee a eee eee 


January 2005 FRIENDS BULLETIN 23 


We inte you to 


Enter 4 time of profound dircouery at Pendle Hill | 


The Resident Study Program 


ur Resident Study Program offers a unique 

experiment in adult education and spiritual 

development. Here is a place to gain knowledge 
and insight while deepening your relationship with the Light 
and strengthening your awareness of the path to which 
you are called. Resident students at Pendle Hill have an 
opportunity rare in today's world: to step back from routine 
and to fully engage this innovative program—daily worship, 
inspiring and skillfully taught classes, weekly one-on-one 
spiritual nurture sessions—all based in community living. 


© 2004 Shirley Dodson 


2004-2005 Social Witness Interns Colleen Mackey, Emily Stewart, 


5 = ® fi 4 {| > * 
Social Witness Internshi ps Hope Hodges (front) and Alexia Clarke, O, Schuyler Cunningham (back) 


Each year our Resident Study Program includes up to seven interns who take part in some classes and other campus activities 
while also engaging in community service and action. Interns serve as staff for Pendle Hill’s initiatives in peace and urban 
youth work. Orie or more internships are designated to support African-American activists. Pendle Hill also seeks a technology 
intern and a mature activist who can mentor others. Internships last the full three terms of the Resident Program year. 


| first learned about Pendle Hill 


when | was a student at Bryn 


Mawr College. Most recently (, thin Yor year for 
from Washington, D.C., | came 

to Pendle Hill because | needed | Deprdle Hill) 

a change in my life and to focus | 
on nourishing my vocation, The 
consistent depth of worship 

I've encountered in Meeting for 
Worship at Pendle Hill is unlike 
anything I've ever experienced 
at a monthly meeting. 


2005-2006 Term Dates 
Autumn: September 30-December 17 
Winter: January 6-March 18 
Spring: March 31-June 10 


—Cheron Constance, 


Social Action/Social Witness Intern, 2003-2004 


Contact Bobbi Kelly to find out more: 
800.742.3150 (U.S. only) ext. 137 
610.566.4507 ext. 137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 


A QUAKER CENTER FOR STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION 
338 Plush Mill Road - Wallingford, PA 19086 
www.pendlehill.org 


